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I N T R O D U C T I O N

On behalf of the Office of Faculty, we would like to
welcome you to the College of Medicine! The following
guide will provide a general overview of our college and
features helpful resources and videos from key leaders
across our institution.

 

If you have any questions, please contact us at
COM.FAFD@drexel.edu. 

The Office of Faculty



The Legacy Center is the repository for the records and heritage of Drexel University College of Medicine
and its predecessor institutions, including Woman's Medical College of Pennsylvania (W/MCP) and
Hahnemann University.

Mission Statement
The Legacy Center’s mission is to identify, collect, preserve, and make accessible records and special
collections that have historical, administrative, and intrinsic value reflecting the history of Drexel University
College of Medicine, its predecessor and related institutions and special collections on women in medicine
and on homeopathic medicine. The mission includes interpreting these materials and conducting
educational outreach for an audience of scholars, K-12 and higher education students, lifelong learners,
and others all over the world.

 

Our History

CLICK HERE TO LEARN MORECLICK HERE TO LEARN MORECLICK HERE TO LEARN MORE

Drexel College of Medicine: 
Our History

Margaret Graham 
Director, Legacy Center Archives & Special Collections

CoM_Archives@drexel.edu

https://drexel.edu/legacy-center/

https://drexel0-my.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/personal/cak332_drexel_edu/EW2pthSgEtpBtJ1W3hyzT_UBTC7vSKo_m4NOOqRH80L2kQ?e=Yu6EoX
https://drexel0-my.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/personal/cak332_drexel_edu/EW2pthSgEtpBtJ1W3hyzT_UBTC7vSKo_m4NOOqRH80L2kQ?e=Yu6EoX
mailto:CoM_Archives@drexel.edu


https://drexel.edu/medicine/about/history/timeline/


Foundations and Frontiers is a four-year curriculum that has been divided into three phases. Phase One (years 1 and 2) lays 
the groundwork for basic and clinical science. Phase Two (year 3) allows medical students to apply their patient care 
knowledge and skills to a variety of clinical settings. Phase Three (year 4) focuses on advanced clinical skills and preparation 
for residency.

The 18-month "Foundations" phase includes basic 
and clinical science courses that integrate multiple 
disciplines. Medical students also spend time in 
non-traditional classroom settings working in teams 
to apply knowledge to clinical problems. This phase 
of the curriculum also includes multiple experiences 
in our state-of-the-art simulation center working 
with high-fidelity mannequins and standardized 
patients. The basic science content begins with an 
introduction to cells and tissues and then proceeds 
into organ-based blocks with a focus on normal 
processes. During the second year, medical students 
revisit the major organ systems with a focus on 
abnormal processes.
Lectures, conferences, laboratory, simulation and 
other team learning formats develop and extend the 
principles introduced in the case throughout the 
week.
A longitudinal practicum experience extends 
through the Foundations phase, and exposes 
medical students to patients in varied community 
settings. This course provides experiences in chronic 
care, service learning and inter-professional 
education and is combined with a social justice and 
health disparities curriculum.
During four 1-week blocks, medical students will be 
immersed in the "Frontiers" portion of the 
curriculum. This includes cutting-edge areas such as 
healthcare informatics, population health, quality 
and patient safety, healthcare economics, and 
principles of translational research.

Phase 1

https://drexel.edu/medicine/academics/md-program/curriculum/
https://drexel.edu/medicine/academics/md-program/curriculum/
https://drexel.edu/medicine/academics/md-program/curriculum/
https://webcampus.med.drexel.edu/Phase1Year1.aspx


CAMPUSES

CLICK HERE TO LEARN MORECLICK HERE TO LEARN MORECLICK HERE TO LEARN MORE

Drexel University College of Medicine 
at Tower Health Campus Overview

Karen Restifo, MD, JD
Regional Vice Dean
West Reading

University City 
Campus
Queen Lane 
Campus
West Reading 
Campus
Center City 
Campus

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QjNv21IxYHQ
https://drexel.edu/medicine/about/campuses/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QjNv21IxYHQ
https://drexel.edu/medicine/about/campuses/
https://drexel.edu/medicine/about/campuses/
https://drexel.edu/medicine/about/campuses/
https://drexel.edu/medicine/about/campuses/


The one-year long "Applications" phase allows medical 
students to practice their patient care knowledge and 
skills in a variety of clinical settings. This year starts 
with participation in a two-week structured session, 
"Intersession I: Transition to the Clinical Years," which 
focuses on skills needed for medical students to 
function effectively on the wards.
During the third year, medical students rotate through 
clerkships in surgery, internal medicine, family 
medicine, pediatrics, psychiatry, neurology, ambulatory 
medicine and obstetrics and gynecology. To enhance 
the diversity of their clinical experience, medical 
students work with faculty members at multiple sites 
in metropolitan centers, working-class neighborhoods, 
suburbs, inner city areas and rural communities.
All third-year clerkships take place on Drexel's 
academic campuses. Assignments for third year are 
based on the results of a lottery system, although 
medical students can elect year-long assignments at 
our regional campuses

The “Transitions” phase focuses on advanced clinical skills 
and preparation for residency. The fourth year curriculum is 
structured within “Pathways” — an advising system that 
gives medical students a well-rounded educational 
experience and also prepares them for their chosen 
specialty area. All medical students have a faculty adviser 
who works with the student to balance the structure and 
flexibility of their learning needs, helps prepare the student
to enter postgraduate training with confidence and works to 
maximize the guidance and counseling available from 
preceptors. 
 The advisers help medical students focus their preparation 
for graduate medical education and careers. The Pathway 
program also gives medical students experience in fields of 
interest other than the one that is likely to be their career
path. Medical students take both required courses and 
electives in the Pathway system. 
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https://webcampus.med.drexel.edu/Phase2.aspx
https://webcampus.med.drexel.edu/Phase3.aspx
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Introduction to the Drexel 
Regional Clinical Campus Model

Charles B. Cairns, M.D.
Walter H. and Leonore Annenberg Dean College of 
Medicine 
Professor of Medicine and Emergency Medicine 
Senior Vice President, Medical Affairs 

Regional Medical Campuses have all 
the required 3rd and 4th year 
clerkships. The health organizations 
below offer medicine, family 
medicine, obstetrics and gynecology, 
neurology, pediatrics, psychiatry and 
surgery.

On December 15, 2019, Tower Health
and Drexel University completed the 
acquisition of St. Christopher's 
Hospital for Children. The 
partnership between Tower Health 
and Drexel University ensures that 
St. Christopher's will remain a source 
of health and healing, medical 
education and research, and jobs 
and economic benefit for its 
Philadelphia neighborhood and the 
broader region just as it has for the 
last 144 years.

https://drexel.edu/medicine/about/affiliated-hospitals/regional-medical-campuses/
https://drexel0-my.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/personal/cak332_drexel_edu/EV10fs5Bo39ApTXKTwe2eAYBU_iyNvC2Gnl7_5BjgGAIxw?e=utYEhM
https://drexel0-my.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/personal/cak332_drexel_edu/EV10fs5Bo39ApTXKTwe2eAYBU_iyNvC2Gnl7_5BjgGAIxw?e=utYEhM
https://drexel.edu/medicine/about/affiliated-hospitals/regional-medical-campuses/
https://drexel.edu/medicine/about/affiliated-hospitals/pediatric-training/
https://drexel.edu/medicine/about/affiliated-hospitals/pediatric-training/
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Overview of Research at 
Drexel University College of Medicine

Kenny J. Simansky, PhD
Senior Vice Dean for Research
Professor of Pharmacology & Physiology

The Office of the Senior Vice Dean for Research 
serves to support clinical and basic research 
activities, works with departments and 
interdisciplinary programs to develop and 
implement research, facilitates translational 
research and promotes mentoring to advance 
the training of physicians/scientists.

Download PowerPoint Presentation

https://drexel0-my.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/personal/cak332_drexel_edu/ESw7_0ffz5JCsbZGFPM8adwBHoXagJFv09BZUW_SxBbevg?e=2RznOi
https://drexel.edu/medicine/research/overview/
https://drexel0-my.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/personal/cak332_drexel_edu/ESw7_0ffz5JCsbZGFPM8adwBHoXagJFv09BZUW_SxBbevg?e=2RznOi
https://drexel0-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/cak332_drexel_edu/ESDWnufS5SZMlBvVs8ydR3cBV2WgZeXoUA0IYq19-tW8PQ?e=O5ocEb


The Graduate School of Biomedical Sciences and Professional Studies offers over 40 
doctoral, master's and professional development programs. These academic 
programs emphasize real-world experience and help guide students to make career 
decisions that best fit their abilities and evolving needs.

Students are mentored by and work with world-renowned faculty members from the 
Graduate School and other Drexel colleges including Engineering, Arts and Sciences, 
Dornsife School of Public Health, Close School of Entrepreneurship, Thomas R. Kline 
School of Law, Westphal College of Media Arts and Design and LeBow College of 
Business. This innovative, multidisciplinary approach provides students with a career- 
focused learning experience and extensive training in their chosen fields.

Click here to learn moreClick here to learn moreClick here to learn more

Introduction to the Graduate School 
of Biomedical Sciences and 
Professional Studies 

Elisabeth Van Bockstaele, PhD
Senior Vice President, Graduate and Online 
Education Dean, Graduate School of Biomedical 
Sciences and Professional Studies

https://drexel.edu/medicine/academics/graduate-school/
https://drexel0-my.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/personal/cak332_drexel_edu/Eb28gDg8f_RAvAQblIM3hmUBfqUFNU-qGVVMDoRVWfdXOw?e=8zb0n2
https://drexel0-my.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/personal/cak332_drexel_edu/Eb28gDg8f_RAvAQblIM3hmUBfqUFNU-qGVVMDoRVWfdXOw?e=8zb0n2
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Introduction to Standing Committees of 
the Faculty

Michele Kutzler, PhD
Associate Dean for Faculty
Professor of Medicine and Microbiology & 
Immunology

Committees with Department Level Elections
Advisory Council on Committees

Steering Committee of the Faculty

Bylaws Committee

Finance, Planning and Development Committee

Committee for Diversity and Inclusive Excellence

Continuing Medical Education Committee

Education Coordinating Committee

Faculty Appointments & Promotions Committee

Mediation & Grievance Panel

Medical Student Admissions Committee

Sabbatical Committee

Student Appeals Committee

Student Evaluation and Promotion Committee

Tenure Committee

Women in Medicine and Science Committee

COM faculty-wide nominations and elections

Standing Committees of the Faculty:
COLLEGE OF MEDICINE BYLAWS

https://drexel0-my.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/personal/cak332_drexel_edu/EZj4PUdmhVRIg11YuD3EwP8Bd1K17wIbBM5kyZw2Bb8g8w?e=CN6Uti
https://drexel0-my.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/personal/cak332_drexel_edu/EZj4PUdmhVRIg11YuD3EwP8Bd1K17wIbBM5kyZw2Bb8g8w?e=CN6Uti
https://drexel.edu/medicine/faculty-and-staff/office-of-faculty/committee-membership/
https://drexel.edu/medicine/faculty-and-staff/office-of-faculty/faculty-bylaws/


2022-2023
Faculty 
Professional 
Development & 
Funding 
Opportunities
The Office of Faculty provides numerous 
professional development and funded 
opportunities each academic year. WIth most 
deadlines falling in the spring semester, here's 
a look ahead at the coming year.

Information and more details will be posted 
on the Office of Faculty website. If you have 
any questions, please feel free to contact us at 
COM.FAFD@drexel.edu. 

November 2022
COMmon Grounds-junior faculty

November 2022
Faculty Launch- Applications 
due

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENTPROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENTPROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT      FUNDING OPPORTUNITIESFUNDING OPPORTUNITIESFUNDING OPPORTUNITIES

For more information:

Caitlin Curcio, MS
Director of Faculty Affairs & Faculty Development

February 6, 2023
New Faculty Orientation

June 2, 2023 (tentative)
Faculty Professional Development 
Day & Faculty Award Ceremony

March-April 2023
Faculty Award Nominations

March 2023
COMmon Grounds-all faculty

March-May 2023
COM Faculty Elections

February 2023
Professional Enrichment and 
Growth (PEG) Grant Applications 
due

March 2023
Mary DeWitt Pettit, MD 
Fellowship Applications due

https://drexel.edu/medicine/faculty-and-staff/office-of-faculty/professional-development/
https://drexel.edu/medicine/faculty-and-staff/office-of-faculty/funding-opportunities/


QUESTIONS ABOUT A&P?QUESTIONS ABOUT A&P?QUESTIONS ABOUT A&P?   CONTACT THE OFFICE OF FACULTYCONTACT THE OFFICE OF FACULTYCONTACT THE OFFICE OF FACULTY

CLICK HERE TO LEARN MORECLICK HERE TO LEARN MORECLICK HERE TO LEARN MORE

Overview of  DUCOM
Appointments & Promotions Process

Alison Carey, MD
Associate Professor, Pediatrics and Microbiology 
and Immunology
Chair, Appointments & Promotions Committee

Kyong Park
Regional Campus and Affiliate Coordinator
Office of Faculty
COM.FAFD@drexel.edu

Appointments & Promotions website
Assistant Professor Appointment Application for Clinical 
Campuses
Clinical Faculty Appointment Guidelines for Qualified Ranks

Additional Resources

Workshops related to promotion 
will be held in the next few months!

https://drexel0-my.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/personal/cak332_drexel_edu/EdlTQuoNzn1AqvCPJawvpAgBoey4lo8bCaHqdVB85z-cSg?e=H4RHHG
https://drexel0-my.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/personal/cak332_drexel_edu/EdlTQuoNzn1AqvCPJawvpAgBoey4lo8bCaHqdVB85z-cSg?e=H4RHHG
https://drexel.edu/medicine/faculty-and-staff/office-of-faculty/faculty-appointments-promotions-criteria/
https://drexel.edu/~/media/Files/medicine/drexel-documents/faculty-staff/assistant-professor-appointment-application-for-clinical-campuses-for-web-2022-08.ashx?la=en
https://drexel.edu/~/media/Files/medicine/drexel-pdfs/faculty-and-staff/ducom-clinical-faculty-appointment-guidelines-for-qualified-ranks.ashx?la=en


FACULTY DATABASE

Click here to learn moreClick here to learn moreClick here to learn more

Introduction to the
Faculty Database System

Alli Cain
Assessment and Database Coordinator
Office of Faculty

Search for potential collaborators 
across DUCOM
Apply for a promotion 
electronically
Complete an electronic Faculty 
Annual Review
Access your CV in DUCOM format-- 
publications will automatically 
pull in!

Benefits to Faculty

https://drexel0-my.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/personal/cak332_drexel_edu/Ea5QgPa1NMlPvqis5YVwCSgBoKhjEMn1UDH1KX5bTbDMHw?e=TsCXiG
https://drexel0-my.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/personal/cak332_drexel_edu/Ea5QgPa1NMlPvqis5YVwCSgBoKhjEMn1UDH1KX5bTbDMHw?e=TsCXiG


ADDITIONAL 
RESOURCES

Advantages of a Faculty Appointment
Non-Employee Associate Form

Health Sciences Library

Resources for Educators
Faculty and Resident Portal

Marketing & Communications Overview
Communications Playbook

Office of Faculty

Drexel Library

Clinical Education

DUCOM Communications

https://drexel.edu/~/media/Files/medicine/drexel-pdfs/faculty-and-staff/ducom-advantages-of-a-faculty-appointment.ashx?la=en
http://www.drexel.edu/hr/management/forms/ducomforms/~/media/Files/hr/forms/NonEmpDUCOM.ashx?_gl=1*2bvojh*_ga*NjYxNzk3NTM5LjE2NDUwMjY1MTE.*_ga_6KJ1PNLE19*MTY2NDM2NjExMC41MjYuMS4xNjY0MzY2MTkxLjU4LjAuMA..
https://www.library.drexel.edu/research-support/librarians-subject/?_gl=1*182xqj0*_ga*NjYxNzk3NTM5LjE2NDUwMjY1MTE.*_ga_6KJ1PNLE19*MTY2NDM2NjExMC41MjYuMS4xNjY0MzY2MzE4LjYwLjAuMA..
https://webcampus.med.drexel.edu/Educators.aspx
https://webcampus.med.drexel.edu/FRATES/
https://drexel0-my.sharepoint.com/:p:/g/personal/cak332_drexel_edu/ERw0y1rKz11MqHKR1nwQ1hsB7oYKmvSGhDo0ZrnQDuuf0w?e=2tKs2l
https://drexel0-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/g/personal/cak332_drexel_edu/EfnRAg4AhPtFnFtSI0QmP8gBkRDH_XSVTx_fbMhlTm0z1A?e=Kl4JMi


Senior Vice Dean of Faculty
Nancy Spector, MD

Associate Dean of Faculty
Michele Kutzler, PhD

Associate Dean for Professionalism 
and Continuing Education

Donna McNelis, PhD
Office of Faculty Administrator
Tamar Simpser, MBA

Director of Faculty Affairs & 
Faculty Development

Caitlin Curcio, MS
Executive Assistant

Arlene Padolina

Database and Program 
Assessment Coordinator

 

Alli Cain
Regional Campus and Affiliate 

Coordinator
 

Kyong Park

COM.FAFD@drexel.edu

267-359-2389

drexel.edu/medicine/faculty-and-
staff/office-of-faculty/

https://drexel.edu/medicine/faculty-and-staff/office-of-faculty/

