Dreamweaver CS4 Interface Overview

Workspaces- Workspaces determine the layout of your toolbars and workspace within
Dreamweaver. There are a number of different workspaces but for now we'll focus on the two that
we recommend. As you get more familiar with Dreamweaver you can explore the other options for
yourself.

Classic Workspace — If you have used previous versions of Dreamweaver this will be the

layout that looks most familiar to you. It is distinguished by the following features:

1. All tool windows are visible as collapsed tabs above the files window on the right side of

the workspace.
2. File tab is expanded
3. Insert toolbar is located across the top.
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Designer Workspace — An alternative workspace that is new to CS4. Designed to be a

simplified interface for web designers, it is distinguished by the following features:

1. Insert toolbar is located in the upper right portion of the workspace for easy selection of
html elements.

2. Files/Assets tab take up the remaining space on the right side

3. Other toolbar windows are hidden from view to simplify your workspace.
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Common Interface components

1. Properties- The Properties toolbar is located in the bottom of your workspace and as you can tell by
the name gives the available properties for whatever element you select in your page. Below you
can see two examples of how the properties toolbar changes depending on what element you have
selected on your page.
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2. Files- The Files window will give you a display of the files contained within your defined Site and
can also give you access to transfer your files to the remote server that will host your web page.
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3. Assets — Assets give you access to all the available assets contained within your site. From this
window you can have quick access to all the images, links or other media contained within your site
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4. Insert- The insert toolbar contains all the elements that you can add, insert or change within your
website. For now you'll mostly be concerned with the Common, Layout and Text items but as your web
pages become more complex you'll find more elements in the insert toolbar that are of use to you.
(note: if you are using the Designer workspace your insert toolbar will look different)

Common | Layout | Forms | Data | Spry | InContext Editing | Text | Favorites |
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5. View bar- The view bar contains all the view options available to you in your workspace.

Code: allows you to view and edit the code for your webpage directly

Split: shows you both the code view and design view in a split window

Design: the wysiwyg view of the html editor

Live View: allows you to view how your page will display in a browser without opening an
external browser

Live Code: allows you to freeze and edit code that would normally only render within a
browser.

Visual Aids: Visual aids for various elements in the design window.

Validation: checks and validates your web page
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6. Menu bar- The menu bar allows you to access all the menu commands available in Dreamweaver,
all of these commands are also available through toolbars and the right-click contextual menu.
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